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Das was one of the jewels among the servants of the country. His
service and his sacrifice were matchless. May their memory ever
remain with us and may his example inspire us to noble efforts!
Our way is long and dreary and nothing will stand us in good
stead as our own reliance on ourselves. Self-reliance was Mr.
Das's watchword and may it long inspire us! May his soul rest
in peace!

The Hindu, 18-6-1925

157.   NOTES
SPINNING IN DARJEELING

But for the presence of Deshbandhu Das in Darjeeling, I hardly
think I would have gone there though the sight of the snowy range
was a temptation. I had thought that, for me, to deliver the mes-
sage of the charkha to the fashionable people of Darjeeling would
be simple folly. My fear was wholly unjustified. I was privi-
leged to address a meeting of ladies who listened to the message
of the wheel with sympathy. Mrs. Blair, the late W.G. Bonnerjee's
daughter, was to start a spinning class for the fashionable ladies.
I was privileged, too, to deliver my message to a small meeting of
missionaries. Of this, however, perhaps more later. Nor did I
know that I should have the good fortune to see so many Nepali,
Bhutia and other people. They evinced the greatest interest in
the message. But my keenest joy was to see Shrimati Basanti Devi
Das learning spinning and taking a vow religiously to spin every
day for at least half an hour except in cases of illness. Her daughter
knew it already. But she had neglected it. She has now returned
to it and added spinning by the takli which she picked in ten
minutes. Shrimati Urmila Devi and her children have been spin-
ning regularly for some time now. And Deshbandhu himself took
lessons on the taktt. But he finds spinning harder than giving de-
feats to the Government or winning cases for clients. "My hus-
band can hardly turn the key of his box right; I have always to
help him", pleaded Basanti Devi on behalf of her husband. "You
can, therefore, understand why it is so difficult for him to learn
spinning/5 But Deshbandhu has assured me that he is going to in-*
sist on learning spinning. He had lessons in spinning at the wheel
in Patna. They were interrupted by his illness. He told me that
he thoroughly believed in the charkha and wanted to help it in
every way possible. It was a perfect pleasure to me to see the whole
of the Mayor of Calcutta plying the charkha in fashion-